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ABSTRACT

From Grotesque to Goofy Park, Seonghye
The Case of Transmission of the

Urban Legend “Red Mask” and Its Meaning

This paper introduces a case in which the urban legend “Red Mask” was
newly enjoyed in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and reveals the
meaning of this case. For discussion, “[Jal-Tun Original] Red Mask” and the
short film “Red Mask KF94,” enjoyed on YouTube, were analyzed. “Red
Mask” was perceived as a ghost story, causing anxiety and fear in elementary
school students through a tale of a woman wearing a red mask and harming
children alone on the street at night. On the other hand, “[Jal-Tun Original]
Red Mask” and “Red Mask KF94” show that a woman who reappeared in
the COVID-19 pandemic failed to communicate with people, was unaware
of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as the changing function of the mask,
and her power as a ghost was weakened. As a result, the woman fails to
harm the children, and this failure is repeated. In this process, laughter is
triggered. This laughter provides a sense of freedom, indicating that the
woman who was the object of fear in “Red Mask” is no longer a scary object.
At the same time, it provides a temporary emotional release from the
frustration and tension caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. These changes

show that the ghost story “Red Mask,” which was formed based on Japanese

Visiting Professor, Division of Writing and Communication, University of Seoul
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monster culture, was absorbed into the influence of traditional Korean
stories, transforming the character, narrative structure, and the enjoyment
of the story. It is also timely in that it reveals how urban legends change in
conjunction with the experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic in the era of

new media.

Keywords Urban Legends, Ghost Stories, Virus, COVID-19, COVID-19

Pandemic, Grotesque, Laughter, Popular Narratives, YouTube, Movies



